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-which Mary McCarthy consigned me,

_tionist. In this article, her latest contribu-

.she was moved more by the flow of her

ghat 1 had “invenied” Ngo Dinh Diem,

- Dui nor ai Fresch sponsors would nee
- dependence which was Diens sine qua

© Miss McCurthy seems bothered. by the

. Victnam..

- tical

. one man's charges, however effectively

-~ and yet another, clahoruted upon and em-

. ple, she writes that “the Cia virtually took

1 should like to return from the mbo 10

and reply to her absurd but malicious ar-
ticle, Report From Viewan 111: Intellec-
tals {(NYR, May 18], 1 have long ad-
nired Miss McCarthy as an eminent fic-

iion to that genre, she displays the tal-
ents for which she is fumous. Her treat-
ment of social scientists in gencral, and
of Michigan State University and nly-
self in particular, simply indicate that ,

own rhetoric than by the need to be’)
factual.
It was cspecially flattering to learn

hut that is an honor I must disavow.
Diemn was known and respected by the
Victnamese long before I or any other

Lsubversive orgunization and techniques.
Y0 member of the Msu project—including

dvsu project in Vicinam, who had bheen -
ired away irom US Government agen-
cies  to train Victnamese police (civil -
police, uni secrer police) in counter

myself—was ever employed by or madc
a consultunt to the Cia, 10 the best of

my knowledge. Furthcrmore, there was.
al no time uny passage of fuads, direct
or {ndirect, from the Cia 10 MSU, not
was there at any time any “spying” ace:
ivity permitted, or cven contemplated. -
L Miss McCarthy's article, in short, is a
yehash of disproved assertions. It 'is part
of a larger syndrome—-the equation of .
ossip with history, involving a progres- |
sion from uaproved assertions to unrelat-’
ed conclusions, and unworthy of Miss’
McCarthy or The New York Review of-
Boalks te o {

sion and  “insversed msel” in com-
munjst studics. The French fook no in-
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The contem of Professor Fishels
New Leader articic is as 1 described
it. Here are a few more snatches. “ls
‘Ngo Dinh Diem a ‘dictator’ or a ‘demo- -
cral’? . . . Ngo Dinh Diem has all the
authority and all the power one needs 1o -
operate a diciatorship, but . .. he isn’t
operating one! Here is a leader who
speaks the language of democracy, who
holds the powers of a dictator, and who'
Jzoverns a Republic in accordance with the
Jierms of a Constitution.” It may scem -
Iparadoxical to some ithat out of strong ..
1zovernmental -power may come indivie -
Jdual freedom.  But considering the con-
Jrext in which Vietnam esists, can one 1
think of a wore Jdependable method of -
Jassuring it?" 1 don’t see that the au-"
thor of these lines has anything 1o coni= '
Iplain of in The New Leader’s title ex~ "
cept maybe that it stated clearly °
what the author was getting at. Inci-:
dentally, when ] used to write occa=:-
Asionally for The New Leader, they did’:.

American had met him. In fact,”Ho Chi
Minh had offered him the Vice Presi-
dency in his government four times be-
fore | appeared on the scenc. Bao Dai,
furthermore, hud tried to induce Diem
to head his government several times, hut
Diem hud refused becuuse neither Bao

cord a noa-Communist Vietnam the in-
non for accepiing office. Beyond this,

thought thur [ had introduced the word
“semantics’ into official discourse about
snicowunately,  though  she |
writes weil, Miw, McCarthy gives no in-
dication thas s.. reads well. Her flip
reference 10 wnn urticle of mine that ap-
peared in The Vew Leader in 1959 shows

‘I :

Wesioy R, FIshet V
"Professor of Political Science ‘
Michigan State Uaiversity

| East Lansing YRGﬁT R

. Mary McCarthy replies:

[ didn't mean that Profossor  Fishel
jnvented Diem out of whole cloth. He
had to have somcthing to work with.
ft is trug that the Bao Dai had of-
. fered Diem the premiership twice and
that Ho had offered biin a post in his
- government, ia 1946, when Ho was look-
ing for nationalist backing. According
~to Bernard ¥all (The Two Viet-Nams),
the post was the Ministry of the ln-
terior. Fall also cites an interesting
fact: that Diem's name never figured in

. that she either did not read it at all, or
. she glanced warough it to find a passage
. with which she might lambaste me. This

is not the phuce 1o argue with Mary Mec-

" Carthy over whether Western political

terms and categovies are applicable 1o

- emerging Asian pations, Suffice it that

many social scientists working in such
areas have. concluded that they -are nor
applicable without considerable modificu-
tion. That, very simiply, was the thrust
of the article in question. (I should add

. for the record that, as most writers are

aware, The New Leader, like most poli-
magazines, tiles s articles, The
oft-quoted unfortunate phrase,
The New Leader's, never mine.)

As for Miss McCarihy's remarks about
Michigan State University, the CIa, and
mysclf, this is a classic example of how

vefuted they muy be, are picked up and
repeated by another person, and another,

bellished, until, in this ridiculous exam-

over Michigan S1aic Uaiversity to train
Victnamese police force and to form

“Viet- |
, nam’s Democratic One-Man Rule,” was

‘a sort of Who's Whao in Indochina, a red
-book published every year till 1943 by the
- French Governor General, listing leaders
and leader-material; three of Dicm’s

brothers, including Nhu, were listed. This|

may prove how stupid the French were or

how little known Diem was. In any
case, Diem as-.“"the man of provi-
dence” was an Americaa inveation; he
was put into power on American insist-.
ence and kept there on American .in-
_sistence. All authorities I am aware ofy
are agreed on this.- It is generally’
‘agreed too that/ his meeting with Pro-!
fessor Fishel in Tokyo in 1950 .(when
he had just got the .brush-off from
General MacArthur), was what put him
on the map. His chief palace advisers,
aside from members of his  family,
when he came into power, were Pro-
~ fessor Fishel and Colonel (now Gener-
al) Lansdale of the .cia. See Donald
Lancaster, for instance (The Lmanci-
pation of French Indo-China), on Diem's
lack of local support, which Lancaster
accounts for partly by his long absence
in the United States during the war
against the French, - Robert Shaplen.
contributes a biographical note that

.
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waonamese adepts in Political Science
and Public AdmirBanitized” 1ApP
there was never at any time any overt
or coverl connection between Msu and

;-may explain the instant attraction be-
vedFir Relegsen: WI%EPW
"Fokyo: Diem was a stﬁcnt. of com-
.munism. Ag early as 1925, as a French
« nrovincial olffieial, he became alerted

:: C‘fb% thiclcs. i
[~ Professor Fishel is right when he ob- .

jects to my statement “the Cra virtuale f
ly took over Michigan State Universi~
| R 2 ete. That is a big exagpera- -
tion.” In fact, the ica (a US govern-’ -
ment ‘agency for international cooper= -,
ation) made an open contract with

MsU involving only [ifty-four profes-:
sors, 200 Vietnamese assistants, and 25 .
million dollars. I think this was a cCia- "
inspired project but | cannol prove it.
What has been attested, though, by eih-,
er members of the program. is the &

men  alluded to by Professor Fishel, -
some . of whom, according to one MsU'.
professor, were given  faculty rank.
These men, listed on  the University ©
chart » as’ "Police Administration Spe-"
cialists,” were “truining an’ internal se-
ilriy. police” force, modeled - on the

war, T don't know what Professor Fish-

©b means by using “civil” police as an -

more semantics., Undercover agents of °
an_inicrnal L scenrity. police force ard ¢
fengaged in intelligence work; they are’™
; political policemen. 1f there were such

posed to ‘a criminal ‘police force and a -

itraffic cops. Is that what Professor~
i Fishel is trying to - say?

. Finally, I was 100 hasty in assuming
“that Professor Fishel was in Limbo. He
1s still active and ‘operating from quite
tanother address—234 Fifth Avenue—us
i1 discovered from a mioney-raising ape
“peal that came through the mail the
Yother day from ‘the American Friends
"of Vietnam, Incorporated, with Wesley
"R. Fishel on their leuterhead as first |
i vice-chairman. “Dear Friend,” it said,
*“The nature of the Comnunist threat
i 10 South Vietnam has never been clear-
ier than it is today. . . . We call upon
, you -and other Americans 10 educate

00149RO00200F5008F -4 the |

essential facts conceraing the situation

presence of a -Cia nucleus—the five. |

intonym of secret police: this must be ']

ia thing as a civil police force as op- |

i political police, they would have to be .|

in South Vietnam.” Underaeath, in
TR T ihietlo, T




